
The Resurrection of Jesus 

John 20:1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had 
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 
it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus 
said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’" Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her.  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We Gather Together 

Call to Worship  

 One: Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ our Lord. 

My sisters and brothers in Christ: 

On this most holy morning in which Jesus Christ passed over 
from death to life, we gather as the Church to watch and to pray.  
The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin 
and death. 

 All:  Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!  Christ is our Light!  Amen!  

We Receive the Word 
Prayer of Preparation 

Loving God, by your Holy Spirit, open our eyes to see the new light of 
this day; open our lips to tell of the empty tomb; open our hearts to 
believe the good news; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Gospel     John 20:1-18 

Sermon                   Rev. Dean N. Prentiss 

We Respond to the Word 
Sharing 

 How is your story like Mary’s story? 

 How is your story like Peter and the other disciple? 

 What are you looking for when searching for Christ? 

 What would you feel if Jesus called you by name? 

 When have you said, “I have seen the Lord.”  

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 Invitation 
 The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
… And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
… And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
… Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 
Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 Receiving the Bread and Cup 
 Prayer After Receiving 

We Take the Word into the World 
Benediction 


