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March 27, 2016

Date Event Birthdays Anniversaries

Monday, 
March 28

Florentine’s Fund Raiser Pam Bravata Tom & Mary 
Mingledorff

Tuesday, 
March 29

Praise Team, 7 pm John Babb 
Joan Boyd

Wednesday, 
March 30

Prayer Group, 10 am 
Dinner, 5:30 pm 
Disciple Bible 6:15 pm 
Youth Group, 6 pm 
Ladies Bible Study, 7 pm

Diane Ellens 
James Halstead 
Jeff Oesch 
Peggy Sonke

Thursday, 
March 31

Chancel Choir, 7 pm 
Baton, 5:30 pm

Saturday,  
April 2

Tom Mingledorff

Sunday,  
April 3

Worship, 9 am 
VCI Home Team, 10 am 
Worship, 11am

Abi Steenhagen

I Have Seen the Lord! 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord.” 

John 20:18 

Isn’t that a marvelous sentence in the Gospel of John?  I have seen the Lord!  
Through tears of sorrow, and tears of joy, Mary experienced the presence of the 
Risen Savior.  And so can you!  When you enter into the grace and love of Jesus, 
you will experience Christ more than you could ever have imagined: in times of 
crises…  In the silence of the night…  In the newness of each day… In 
opportunities to give and receive compassion.  Jesus is present and alive and 
goes before us. 

I invite you to explore the power of the resurrection.  Next week begins a five-
week series called, The Rising.  We will look at what happens when doubts arise, 
and ultimately what God wants us to do.  We will explore what it means to go 
from death into life, the power of heavenly visions, and the promise of Holy 
Baptism.  The Rising is a challenge, a promise, and full of new possibilities.   

Today, I pray that you will rejoice!  Give thanks that Jesus has triumphed over 
death and greets us with the words of life, “Peace be with you.”   

If you feel a call to become a member of Wesley Park United Methodist Church, 
or if you have never been baptized and are ready to ask questions or begin your 
journey of faith, please mark your communication card.  Our next Membership 
Classes are April 10, 17, and 24 at 10 am downstairs in the Pastor’s Study.

Ministering 
Today 9 am Worship 11 am Worship

Greeters
Kathy DenHollander, Pat Warren, 
Tony McCarty

Lynda Edsall, Paula Hartley

Acolyte Hadley Urrutia Angel Nadar

Ushers
Bob Williams, Chuck Dear, Jim 
Gustafson, Sheryl Jones

Charlie Swanson, Lynda Edsall

Musicians Liz Montcastle
Phil Pletcher, Dan Ricksgers, Paula Hartley, 
Erin Vanderlaan, Jerry Seim

Sound Tech Dan Scribner Pat Carruthers

Video Tech Max Gibbard Nancy Carpenter

Nursery Janice Starnes, Alex Fischer Phyllis Prentiss, Sara Kropp



Wesley Park United Methodist Church   
1150 32nd Street SW  Wyoming, Michigan 49509   

616-988-6738 info@wesleypark.org  
www.wesleypark.org

Florentine’s Dinner Monday, March 28 
Buy your tickets today for all-you-can-eat Spaghetti, salad, drink, and bread sticks 
($10 adults, $4 children, not including tip).  Tickets will be sold after each worship 
service.  The funds for this fund raiser will be going for youth ministries this month.  
This all-church fund raiser is the fourth Monday of each month.

Upcoming 10 am Faith Formation Classes 
April 3 - Vital Church Initiative: Extravagant Generosity (Heinz Herzog) 

On April 10th, we will begin a six-week study centered around the book of 
Ecclesiastes.  The Teacher in Ecclesiastes offers us many important and hard truths 
about life.  You have probably heard the Teacher's haunting line about everything 
being meaningless or that there is a time for all things under heaven (cue the Byrds' 
song, Turn! Turn! Turn).  This book is hard and explores the darker side of life and 
spirituality.  This book is for those who are tired of half-truths and idealized 
depictions of life.  This book is brief, bold, and lands heavy on lament.  After all of 
this, heavy but necessary work, the Teacher ends with urging their readers to fear 
God and keep God's commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  Please join us as we seek 
to better know God, ourselves, and our neighbors with the help of the Teacher in 
Ecclesiastes.  For more information contact Anna Spencer.

Blue Bags Ministry Share Offering 
100% Ministry Shares Challenge 

Received To Date: Remaining Balance Needed: 
 $5,674 $45,859 
(11 Weeks Completed) (41 Weeks Remaining) 

Offered last week: $203

Help Youth Spread Love 
1. Easter Breakfast is being served by the youth today from 8 - 11 a.m. in the 

Family Life Center.  This is a free will offering event for the youth mission trip 
this summer.  Giving envelopes are available in the Family Life Center.  Please 
come join us for a fabulous breakfast after and between services! 

2. Spring Rummage Sale is Saturday, April 16th!  Please bring all rummage items 
to the youth rooms between now and the sale!!  Friday the 15th in the evening, 
items can be brought to the Marv and Omie Tanis Welcome Center!  Let us 
know if you need items transported by trailer!

Upcoming Family Promise 
Family Promise of Grand Rapids is making dreams come true for families all over 
West Michigan and we want to help in their mission. Our guests will be coming to 
stay here with us April 24th-May 1. It takes many hands to make this church a home.  
We need your help! Please sign up on www.signupgenius.com or call the office.

VCI Home Team Meets April 3 at 10 am 
Please plan to meet in the Family Life Center to learn more about what the Road 
Team is learning with Vital Church Initiative.  The focus during this session will be on 
Extravagant Generosity.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Good Sam Fund 
Wesley Park is a loving Christian community.  It is important that we remember the 
Good Sam Fund is not in the budget.  It relies on each of us to be mindful of those in 
need.  Your check can be written to Wesley Park with Good Sam marked on the 
envelope or written on the memo line on your check.  The Good Sam Fund provides 
for the Food Truck, our connection with Access of West Michigan, and all the help we 
can provide for people in need.  Thank you for your generosity!
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Prayers
‣ Al	Pittenger	-	Prayers	for	my	sister	Judy,	for	complete	and	speedy	recovery	from	

shoulder	replacement	surgery.		Thank	you!	
‣ Marilyn	Knapp	-	Thank	you	Father	for	the	gift	Judy	VanderMeer	has	been	to	us	with	

her	organ	playing.		We	pray	for	your	guidance	and	blessing	on	her	path	ahead.	
‣ Suzanne	Elliott	-	So	happy	to	be	here	for	Palm	Sunday	with	Zimmer	once	again.	
‣ Bill	&	Vicky	Van	Dalsen	-	Praise!		Evie	was	well	enough	to	go	home	after	a	week	in	

DeVos	Children’s	Hospital.		We	are	so	thankful	for	your	prayers.	
‣ Barb	DeCan	-	Please	continue	to	pray	for	my	uncle,	Doug	Lang.		He	has	had	a	rough	go	

of	it	lately.		I	had	a	wonderful	visit	with	Pat	Walcott	and	her	son	and	daughter-in-law	
on	March	9.	She	sends	her	“hello”	to	all	and	Mary	Mingledorff,	she	loves	the	book	you	
brought	to	her!	

‣ Terry	&	Janice	Thompson	-	Please	pray	for	my	sister,	Joanie,	who	is	having	kidney	tests	
on	Tuesday.		Pray	for	good	results.	

‣ Sallie	McLean	-	Prayers	for	Dori,	who	is	at	the	hospital	with	a	broken	hip.	
‣ Freddie	Angus	-	Happy	Easter	everyone!	Please	pray	for	Dori	and	for	Margaret.	
‣ Leo	&	Arvilla	DeVries	-	Please	pray	for	our	niece,	whose	grandson	was	found	dead	in	

Lions	Park	on	Saturday	(3/19).	
‣ John	&	Cathy	Challa	-	Thank	you	Choir!		Oh	how	I	miss	all	the	people	every	week.	I	was	

very	sad	we	missed	our	beautiful	youth	mystery	show	and	dinner.		That	was	hard	for	
me.	I	love	our	youth!	

‣ Anonymous	-	The	anthem	this	morning	was	exactly	like	flying.		I	give	thanks	for	the	
music	in	this	church	and	the	abundance	with	which	it	connects	us	to	to	God.	

‣ Shirley	Diederiks	-	Love	having	the	children	singing	this	morning.		You	were	awesome.		
God	is	so	good	all	the	time.		So	glad	to	be	here	today!	

‣ Julie	Riemersma	-	Happy	spring	Holy	Week.		Let’s	take	time	to	see	the	true	blessing	in	
it.		Thank	you	for	Faith	Formation.	It	is	a	great	class.		Please	pray	for	people	going	
through	hard	times	and	for	fresh	water	for	everyone	everywhere.	

‣ Steve	Bravata	-	Please	pray	for	Steve’s	up	coming	appointment	with	the	heart	
specialist	(Tuesday).		Thank	you	all!	

‣ Max	Gibbard	-	Praise	God	for	Wesley	Park’s	healing	prayer	and	loving	support.		I’m	still	
healing	and	will	be	off	work	a	few	more	weeks.	

‣ Tabi	Fischer	-	My	niece	gave	birth	to	a	healthy	baby	girl	Saturday	night.		Her	name	is	
Hannah	Michelle.	Blessings	to	her	and	her	husband!	

‣ Esther	Fernandez	-	Happy	Easter	my	church	family,	the	day	our	Lord	rose	from	the	
grave	so	we	could	live.		Please	continue	prayers	for	my	niece	Becky,	as	she	needs	them	
for	her	healing.		Thank	you	Phil	for	directing	us	and	teaching	us.
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Combined Choir Concert 
Save the date! On April 17th, our very own Chancel Choir will be joining two other 
area choirs in a fundraiser concert. They will joined by the choirs from Plymouth 
United Church of Christ and St. Alphonsus Catholic Church. The concert will be 
held at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church at 7pm.  This is a free concert with a free will 
offering.  The free will offering will be divided between the churches to be used as 
they see fit. Contact Phil Pletcher for more information.

Men’s Softball Team 
Hitting, throwing, fielding, and running - we call it softball.  We are looking for a 
‘FEW GOOD MEN’!  If you are 14 years old or older and can commit to Thursday 
night games, then we need you.  Games are played at Orchard Hill Reformed 
Church in Walker.  Interested?  Contact Larry Harr at firstshirt.lh@gmail.com or 
616.291.3927 no later than April 18.  Season starts May 5!

Prayers

Our Mission is to build a Christian community with all people.
Our Vision: By 2018, Wesley Park will strive to inspire from the youngest to the oldest and 
everybody in between to live out the greatest commandment: to love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.

‣ Maynard	Culver	-	Prayers	for	Jean’s	health.		Many	thanks	to	the	choir	members	for	
coming	to	our	home	Wednesday	morning.		God	bless	you.	

‣ Jennifer	Schick	-	Please	pray	for	my	co-worker	Deb,	whose	father	is	in	ICU	in	Florida.	
‣ Joanne	Gustafson	-	I	would	like	to	thank	the	congregation	for	all	the	cards	and	prayers	

while	I	was	under	the	weather.		I	have	the	best	church	family!	
‣ Jason	&	Kim	Johnson	-	Prayers	for	Alec’s	best	friend	Matthew.		Matthew	goes	in	for	

surgery	on	his	ear.		This	is	the	second	time	have	surgery	on	his	ear.	
‣ Kathy	DenHollander	-	Prayers	for	Greg	as	he	deals	with	early	Alzheimers	and	Janet	who	

does	most	of	the	care-taking.		Prayers	for	Jan,	who	lost	her	56	year	old	son	in	February.		
Praise	and	a	huge	thank	for	for	the	youth	dinner!		What	an	awesome	experience!	
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