
Guitars not Guns 
at  

Wesley Park United Methodist Church 

Thank you for your interest in learning more about Guitars not Guns.  We believe that 
the best way to work toward a more peaceful world is through meaningful, positive 
relationships.  And, we believe that music has a grace and power to help us feel good 
about ourselves and the world around us. 

Guitars not Guns was started by Ray and Louise Nelson after the deadly school 
shooting in Columbine, Colorado in 1999.  They believed then and continue to believe 
today that there is something we can do to help protect our communities from tragic 
and senseless gun violence.  Ray and Louise began to reach out to children in the 
foster care system.  What if, they wondered, caring guitar teachers could connect with 
kids who wanted to learn to play music?  And what if there was a way that these well-
trained and supported teachers could get to know their students?  And what happens 
when students and teachers have a positive peaceful place to go, where they are 
known and celebrated?  And what if, Ray and Louise asked, the students who stayed 
with their lessons got to keep their guitars?  Every time they picked up that guitar they 
might remember that they are important and unique.  Every song they played would 
be another reminder that music can be a fun expression of their feelings, hopes, fears, 
and dreams.  Providing eight guitar lessons could have the potential to make a positive 
impact in the lives of everyone involved, for the rest of their lives. 

Here is an important piece of information up front: no one gets paid.  Guitar teachers 
and support mentors volunteer their time.  There are blessings along the way.  
Volunteers understand that rather than sitting back and waiting for the next tragedy 
there is work we can do right now.  We can care about each other and believe that 
makes a difference.  The community will be asked to support Guitars not Guns through 
financial contributions so that all of us are doing this work together.  Every donation will 
go directly back to buying guitars for the students. 

Are you interested?  It will require some work to make Guitars not Guns a safe and 
peaceful place for all kids between 8 and 18 years old.  We need good, caring people 
to support the amazing kids in our community.  Please let us know your questions and 
help us do this work well.   

Wesley Park United Methodist Church 
1150 32nd Street SW  Wyoming, Michigan 49505 

616-988-6738 
www.wesleypark.org 

http://www.wesleypark.org


Guitars not Guns 

What We Do


1. PROVIDE GUITARS- Each student is assigned a beginner guitar when they come to 
the first class. They are allowed to take their guitars home with them and are asked 
to practice 30 minutes each day or can arrange to practice at the church. 

2. PROVIDE CLASSROOMS- Our classrooms are located at Wesley Park United 
Methodist Church and set up specifically for Guitars not Guns gatherings.  We want 
each student to consider the space at the church to be a safe place of peace. 

3. PROVIDE TEACHERS- Our teachers are all volunteers and consist of people that just 
want to help. Teachers are not expected to be experts at the guitar, but capable 
and with a love of music.  They are kind, responsible, and trained.  All volunteers 
are required to have a background check. 

4. PROVIDE BOOKS- Level 1 books are printed by our organization to fit our program. 
Additional resources are added to fit each student and every class. 

5. PROVIDE LESSONS- Our level 1 class is eight weeks in length. Students that 
successfully complete the class are awarded a Certificate of Completion at a 
graduation ceremony where we have food, music and special guests to speak and 
perform.  All students who complete the level 1 class are given their guitar to keep. 

6. BUILD SELF ESTEEM- Growing up in this world is difficult.  We believe every 
positive interaction where people intentional support and build each other up 
makes a difference.  And, we believe music is an important piece of expression that 
increases a positive sense of what we can do with hard work and encouragement. 

7. TEACH CONFIDENCE- Our students are taught that they can do anything they put 
their minds to. The guitar is one way for each student to learn strength, resiliency, 
and empowerment.  By learning to play the guitar, the whole world opens up to 
new possibilities.   

8. DEVELOP POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS- The most enduring way we can change 
individuals and the communities in which we live is through positive relationships.  
When students work and grow together, assisted by a wide network of caring 
support people, peace is more possible.  The goal is for students, teachers, support 
people, and the community to be changed through these positive relationships. 



Mission Statement

Guitars not Guns is a 501c3 non-profit organization established in 2000 to provide an 
alternative to gun violence by providing guitars and lessons to kids between the ages 
of 8-18 in a classroom setting with qualified teachers. We are committed to creating a 
peaceful community by developing positive relationships.  We ask all students to sign a 
pledge promising not to bring a gun to school and to work hard and have fun, learning 
to play music together. 

Training

All volunteer teachers and support people are required to complete background 
checks and continuing education.  Both the background checks and continuing 
education are intended to help create a safe space for all students and for those 
involved to continue to grow in awareness and understanding.   

The background checks for Guitars not Guns are administered by the Guitars not Guns 
national offices in Colorado through IntelliCorp once a volunteer completes the 
enclosed application and submits it to the chapter treasurer.  The cost for each 
background check is $14.99 and is sent to IntelliCorp by our chapter treasurer.  If any 
volunteer chooses to cover the cost of their own background check a contribution can 
be given to the Guitars not Guns treasurer at Wesley Park.   

In addition to the background check, every volunteer is required to complete an online 
training through Darkness to Light: End Child Sexual Abuse called Stewards of Children 
(https://www.d21.org/education/stewards-of-children/online).  This two-hour online 
video-based training helps volunteers protect students, recognize signs of child sexual 
abuse, and act in the best interest of each student.  The Stewards of Children online 
training is $10 per participant.  If any volunteer chooses, the chapter treasurer will 
reimburse the cost of this online training. 

Ongoing trainings will include anti-racism work, radical hospitality, “what to do 
when…” discussions, and music and classroom development. 

All volunteers (teachers, food providers, other mentors) must complete both the 
IntelliCorp background check and the Stewards of Children online training, and 
participate on ongoing continuing education.   

All guitar classes must have two or more non-related instructors who have successfully 
completed a background check and the online training.  If two or more non-related 
instructors who have completed a background check and the online training are not 
present, the guitar class must be canceled.  There are no exceptions.  All interactions 
between volunteers and students must include two or more non-related adults, as per 
the training. 

https://www.d21.org/education/stewards-of-children/online


Volunteer Application Process


Please follow these instructions for consistent record keeping. We are trying to simplify 
the process for efficiency and accuracy. Effective September 21, 2018 

All information on the Authorization and Disclosure Form is CONFIDENTIAL. 

• Applicant receives:  
• (1) Summary of Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) information 
• (2) Authorization and Disclosure Form 

• Volunteer completes Authorization and Disclosure Form and returns to Chapter 
President. 

• President mails $14.99 per volunteer and Authorization and Disclosure Form to: 
Guitars not Guns, Attention: Record Keeper PO Box 494, Milliken, CO 80543 

• President tracks (by spreadsheet or list): Volunteer by name, address, email address, 
contact phone number and date form was sent to the national office. 

• Upon receipt of application, GNG completes background check with IntelliCorp. A 
Confidential revised list of Authorized Teachers will be forwarded to Chapter 
President, who will confirm that all applications have been followed up on. 

• A copy of the background check report will be mailed directly to the applicant by 
IntelliCorp if the applicant has checked off the request on the application. 

Note: President should also track individual and total volunteer hours to be reported 
on the January Census Report. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call us at 
770-861-2442. 

Thank you for assisting us. 

Louise Nelson 
Corporate Record keeper, Guitars not Guns 
GNG President's Manual 
Rev: June 2022 



Authorization and Disclosure Form 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND AUTHORIZATION FOR BACKGROUND CHECK 

I acknowledge receipt of the separate stand alone Disclosure and certify that I have 
read and understand it and this authorization. | hereby authorize the obtaining of 
"consumer reports" and/or "investigative consumer reports" by GUITARS NOT GUNS 
at any time after receipt of this authorization and throughout my employment, if 
applicable. To this end, I hereby authorize, without reservation, any law enforcement 
agency, administrator, state or federal agency, institution, school or university (public or 
private), information service bureau, employer, or insurance company to furnish any 
and all background information requested by IntelliCorp Records, Inc., 3000 Auburn 
Drive, Suite 410, Beachwood, Ohio 44122; Telephone: 888.946.8355; 
www.intellicorp.net 

I do  
I do not 

authorize you to contact, through IntelliCorp Records, Inc., my current employer 
for Employment and Reference Verifications.  
(Checking "I do" will authorize inquiries to the Human Resources Department 
and to any listed supervisors.) 

I consent to have any legally required notices sent electronically. 
I would like to have a copy of the Background Check results sent via email. 

Printed Name:           

Signature:          

Date:      Email:        

Phone:       

Parent or Legal Guardian: (for searches conducted on minors under the age of 18) 

Printed Name:          

Signature:          

Please Complete Page Two with Personal Data 



Personal Data 

Last Name:         

First Name:       Middle Name:      

Date of Birth:     

Current Address:        

City:      State:   Zip:     

Dates Lived Here:      

Other Names Used (including maiden name):       

Years Used:      

Social Security Number:        

Driver's License Number:        

Driver’s License State:       

Email address:        















Child-related Gun Violence and School Shooting Facts

1. Each day 12 children die from gun violence in America. Another 32 are shot and injured.1

2. Guns are the leading cause of death among American children and teens. 1 out of 10 gun 
deaths are age 19 or younger.2 

3. In fact, firearm deaths occur at a rate more than 5 times higher than drownings.3

4. The U.S. has had 2,032 school shootings since 1970 and these numbers are increasing. 
Alarmingly, 948 school shootings have taken place since the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in December 2012.4 

5. School shootings have returned to pre-COVID levels and by some accounts have even 
increased. However, U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security research shows that if we “know the 
signs” of gun violence, we can prevent it and reverse the trend.5

6. Since the historic attack at Columbine High School in 1999, nearly 300,000 students have 
been on campus during a school shooting6. There is help for victims and survivors of gun 
violence. 

7. An estimated 4.6 million American children live in a home where at least one gun is kept 
loaded and unlocked.  These improperly stored weapons have contributed to school shootings, 
suicides and the deaths of family members, including infants and toddlers.7 

8. Nearly half of all parents with a weapon in the home wrongly believe their children don’t know 
where a gun is stored.8 Safe storage of firearms prevents tragedies.

9. In 4 out of 5 school shootings, at least one other person had knowledge of the attacker’s plan 
but failed to report it.9

10. In a comprehensive school shooting study, the Secret Service and Department of Education 
found that 93% of school shooters planned the attack in advance.10  When people see the signs 
and get help, we can end school shootings.
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Child-related Gun Violence and School Shooting Facts

11. Almost all mass school shooters shared  threatening or concerning messages or images. 
More than 75% raised concern from others prior to the attacks. Bystanders saw warning signs in 
most documented active shooter cases. 11 Truly, you can prevent school shootings when 
you know the signs.

Facts about How Gun Violence Impacts America’s Most Vulnerable

Disparately and disproportionately impacted children and adults face higher risk of being 
victimized by gun violence. Despite economic factors, gender, racial, mental health conditions or 
sexual orientation, everyone has the right to be safe in their classrooms and communities.

12. Children living in poverty – urban and rural – are more likely to die due to gun violence than 
their more affluent peers.12 

13. About 1 out of 5 gay and lesbian youth have been threatened or injured with a weapon on 
school property.13

14. Black youth are four times more likely to be killed with guns than their white peers.14

15. The majority of individuals with diagnosed mental illness do not engage in violence against 
others.15

16. Lastly, it must be remembered that 90% of teenagers killed in an act of dating violence were 
girls.16 

You Can Help Stop School Shootings

Real change in how America approaches gun reform and school safety isn’t possible without 
people like you. Because of our supporters and volunteers, we’ve helped prevent at least 96 
incidents involving weapons at schools across the country, including 11 school shooting plots.

https://www.sandyhookpromise.org/blog/gun-violence/16-facts-about-gun-violence-and-school-
shootings/
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